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SERMON. 


From  Whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by  that  which 
every  joint  supplieth,  according  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every 
part,  maketh  increase  of  the  body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love. — Eph.  iv.  16. 

In  these  words,  and  in  much  of  the  context,  the 
apostle  sets  before  us  the  truth,  that  the  Christian 
Church  advances  towards  maturity  by  means  of  the 
living-  power  flowing  from  its  Blessed  Head,  and  op¬ 
erating  through  the  mutual  assistance  which  is  rendered 
by  its  several  members.  As  the  various  components 
of  the  human  body,  its  joints,  its  organs,  its  ligaments, 
its  arteries,  have  all  their  respective  functions  to  dis¬ 
charge  for  the  benefit  of  the  wffiole ;  so  the  different 
members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  have  their  different 
offices  to  fulfil  for  the  general  good :  and  as  it  is  by 
means  of  each  part  of  the  body  performing  its  appro¬ 
priate  function,  and  the  sympathy  of  each  with  the 
whole,  that  the  body  thrives  and  is  developed ;  so  it 
is  by  means  of  the  regular  and  efficient  exercise  of  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  its  several  members,  and  their 
practical  union  and  co-operation,  that  the  Church  is 
knit  together,  edified,  and  extended.  For,  as  the  apos¬ 
tle  says  again,  in  another  of  his  epistles,  “As  the  body 
is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members 
of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body ;  so  also 
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is  (the  Church  of)  Christ;  for  by  one  Spirit  have  we 
all  been  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free.”  And  he 
continues: — “Now  hath  God  set  the  members  every 
one  of  them  in  the  body,  as  it  hath  pleased  Him. 

.  .  And  the  e^e  cannot  say  unto  the  hand,  I  have 

no  need  of  thee  ;  nor  again  the  head  to  the  feet,  I 
have  no  need  of  you.  Nay,  much  more  those  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  body,  which  seem  to  be  more  feeble,  are 
necessary.”  And  again  ; — “  God  hath  tempered  the 
body  together,  having  given  more  abundant  honor  to 
that  part  which  lacked  :  that  there  should  be  no  schism 
in  the  body ;  but  that  all  the  members  should  have  the 
same  care  one  for  another.” 

The  general  truth  here  presented  to  us,  which  we 
can  not  too  constantly  nor  too  earnestly  remember,  is, 
that  we  have  been  called  by  God,  in  the  fellowship  of 
H  is  Church,  not,  to  be  as  so  many  independent  units, 
not  to  perform  so  many  isolated  functions,  not  merely 
to  provide,  each  one,  for  his  own  separate  edification  ; 
but  to  hold  an  intimate  relation  to  those  around  us, 
and,  as  members  one  of  another,  to  be  charged,  in  our 
individual  measure,  with  the  furtherance  of  the  general 
well-being.  In  every  period  of  the  Church’s  existence, 
this  truth  has  been  abundantly  shielded  against  the 
danger  of  obscurity.  In  the  case  of  the  Church  of  old, 
the  entire  history  and  circumstances  and  government  of 
the  elect  people  were  such  as  to  set  it  before  their  eyes, 
and  to  mould  their  character  to  it.  All  were  descended 
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from  the  one  father  of  the  faithful ;  all  were  welded  to¬ 
gether  in  passing  through  the  fiery  process  of  the  servi¬ 
tude  in  Egypt ;  all  had  part  in  a  national  deliverance  ;  all 
alike  were  compelled  to  fight  for  the  separate  inheri¬ 
tances  to  be  apportioned  among  the  different  tribes  ;  all 
were  enjoined  to  go  up  together  to  one  central  city, 
which  the  Lord  their  Head  had  chosen  to  place  His  name 
there,  and  to  be  a  symbol  and  a  bond  of  the  Church’s 
unity.  And,  as  we  have  just  seen,  the  truth  here  so 
variously  represented,  was  not  lost  sight  of,  when  that 
earlier  dispensation  was  passed  away.  Side  by  side 
with  words  in  the  New  Testament  relating  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  only,  and  the  separate  destinies  of  men,  stand 
some  of  the  most  glowing  and  most  explicit,  to  re¬ 
buke  the  narrowness  of  our  inveterate  disposition  to 
gaze  only  upon  ourselves.  The  whole  chapter  in  which 
our  text  occurs,  affords  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the 
apostle’s  way  of  presenting  the  oneness  of  the  entire 
body,  and  the  consequent  mutual  obligations  of  the 
members,  as  being,  no  less  than  any  more  personal 
reason,  one  of  the  grand  motives  leading  to  the 
practice  of  Christian  virtues.  All  are  exhorted  to 
walk  answerably  to  their  vocation,  with  all  lowliness 
and  meekness,  with  long-suffering,  with  mutual  for¬ 
bearance  and  love ;  and  it  is  because  they  all  have 
been  collected  together  into  one  body,  have  been  re¬ 
cipients  of  one  Spirit,  are  fellow-workers  for  one  re¬ 
ward,  acknowledge  one  Master,  are  confessors  of  one 
faith,  are  children  together  of  one  Father,  Whose  au- 
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thority  is  over  all,  and  Whose  providence  orders  all,  and 
Whose  graces  are  shown  forth  in  all.  Each  has  his 

o 

separate  gift  from  Christ;  some  are  apostles  ;  some,  pro¬ 
phets  ;  some,  evangelists;  some,  pastors  and  teachers; 
but  all,  in  their  respective  places,  and  by  the  use  of 
their  respective  endowments,  are  for  the  edifying,  not 
ot  themselves,  but  of  the  body  ;  until,  together,  they  all 
come,  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  one  perfect  man,  unto  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ,  Hence, 
they  are  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace.  They  are  to  abstain  from  lying, 
and  to  speak  the  truth ;  for,  as  he  says,  “  they  are 
members  one  of  another.”  They  are  to  keep  their 
hands  from  stealing,  and  to  work  honestly  with  them, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  to  their  fellow- 
members  in  need.  They  are  to  let  no  corrupt  com¬ 
munication  proceed  out  of  their  mouth,  but  that  which 
is  good  to  the  use  of  edifying ,  and  which  ministers 
profit  to  those  around. 

Is  it  too  much  to  say,  then,  that  one  of  the  surest 
evidences  of  spiritual  life  in  any  of  us,  is  to  be  found 
in  an  honest  and  living  acknowledgment  of  this  sa¬ 
cred  relation.  The  forms  and  directions  which  may 
be  given  to  the  interest  we  feel  in  it  may  vary ; 
the  degree  in  which  that  interest  has  possession  of  the 
soul  will  be  affected  by  our  history,  our  temperament, 
or  our  opportunities,  the  same  as  every  other  manifes¬ 
tation  of  the  work  of  God’s  grace  in  us  ;  yret  can  there 
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be  any  better  token  of  the  new  life,  than  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  our  obligations  to  each  other,  and  that  desire  to 
promote  the  general  well-being,  which  prompts  the 
prayer,  alike  in  connection  with  the  penitent’s  confes¬ 
sion  of  personal  sins,  and  one’s  humble  supplications 
for  personal  benefits: — “  O  be  favorable  and  gracious 
unto  Zion ;  build  Thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  !  " 

We  may  consider  the  subject,  in  the  first  place,  in 
its  bearings  upon  our  parochial  duties — upon  our  con¬ 
nection,  one  with  another,  in  that  more  limited  sphere, 
which,  to  the  most  of  us,  represents ,  as  it  were,  the 
great  body.  Here  we  have  a  picture  in  miniature  of 
that  vast  aggregate  of  Christian  souls  which  composes 
the  Church,  sufficiently  perfect  in  its  resemblance  to 
more  than  justify  the  comparison.  There  are  the  same 
differences  among  the  members ;  there  is  the  same 
variety"  in  the  offices ;  there  are  the  same  general 
objects  to  be  gained ;  and,  ofttimes,  there  are  the  same 
dangers  to  be  averted,  and  the  same  difficulties  to  be 
overcome.  As  the  Lord,  when  He  ascended  up  on 
high,  gave  His  ministers  for  the  building  up  of  His 
Church ;  so  here  do  we  find  them,  one  or  more,  in  this 
narrower  field,  discharging  their  duties,  if  they  are 
faithful,  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  and  for  the 
edifying  of  the  Lord's  body.  The  true  pastor  and 
teacher  acknowledges  himself  as  holding  his  position 
for  the  welfare  of  the  souls  intrusted  to  him  ;  if  he 
preaches,  it  is  only  as  their  servant  for  Jesus’  sake  ;  il 
he  may  lawfully  give  a  wide  range  to  his  private  studies, 
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they  are  all  to  be  made  serviceable,  in  some  way,  to  the 
benefit  of  his  flock  ;  if  he  may  reasonably  enjoy  seasons 
of  leisure  and  recreation,  he  looks  to  these  to  fit  him 
for  the  performance  of  his  pastoral  duties  with  more 
effectiveness ;  if  there  is  any  profit  to  be  derived  from 
his  ministry,  it  is  not  his  own  merely,  nor  yet  primarily, 
but  the  profit  of  the  many,  who  are  to  be  influenced 
by  his  teachings,  and  assisted  by  his  offices.  He  lives 
not  for  himself,  alone;  but  his  object  is — which,  in 
his  unworthiness  and  insufficiency,  he  prays  that  he 
may  at  least  approximate  to — to  “  bring  all  such  as  are 
committed  to  his  charge,  unto  that  agreement  in  the 
faith  and  knowledge  of  God,  and  to  that  ripeness  and 
perfectness  of  age  in  Christ,  that  there  may  be  left 
no  place  among  them,  either  for  error  in  religion,  or 
for  viciousness  of  life.”  And  with  so  many  tastes 
among  his  people  in  things  which  are  not  important ; 
with  so  many  opinions,  perhaps,  on  matters  which  are 
of  greater  value  ;  with  such  a  variety  of  ages  and  dis¬ 
positions  to  deal  with ;  it  may  call  for  the  fullest  ex¬ 
ercise  of  all  the  gifts  at  his  control,  to  speak  the  truth, 
without  needlessly  offending  by  it,  and  so  to  order  his 
parochial  arrangements  as  to  foster  zeal,  and  to  tighten 
the  bonds  of  love  and  unity. 

Yet  the  welfare  of  the  body  depends  not  upon  this 
single  member,  even  though  he  be  the  pastor.  One 
member  can  do  little  by  himself,  even  though,  in  some 
respects,  he  is  the  most  important.  The  body  thrives, 
and  is  compacted,  and  increases,  by  mutual  assistance, 
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and  general  co-operation  ;  and  so  the  people,  as  well 
their  minister,  have  an  office.  No  one,  however  insig¬ 
nificant  his  position  in  the  parish,  has  been  called  of 
God,  without  there  being  also  a  ministry  assigned  to 
him,  as  a  part  of  the  body ;  nor  has  any  one  been  left 
in  ignorance  in  what  ways  that  ministry  for  the  general 
good  is  to  be  discharged.  All  may  contribute  to  the 
common  welfare,  by  means  of  an  open  and  steadfast 
maintenance  of  their  high  profession.  All  may  stretch 
forth  a  hand  to  encourage  some  timid  companion,  or 
to  bestir  the  laggard  conscience  of  some  heedless  one, 
by  means  of  a  bold  adhesion  to  Christ,  and  fidelity  to 
His  cause.  All  may  assist  in  elevating  the  prevailing 
tone,  by  striving  to  live  in  unity  and  godly  love.  All 
may  resolve  not  to  judge  one  another  any  more,  but 
to  judge  this  rather,  that  none  put  a  stumbling  block, 
or  an  occasion  to  fall  in  his  brother’s  way.  All  may  stim¬ 
ulate  a  devotional  feeling  in  their  neighbors,  by  means 
of  their  own  heartiness  and  decorum  in  the  public  ser¬ 
vices.  All  may  do  much,  by  encouraging  their  spiritual 
head  both  by  word  and  endeavor,  when  his  course  is 
approved  by  them,  or,  when  needful,  by  being  consid¬ 
erate  towards  him,  and  remembering  how  different  from 
theirs  is  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  many  ques¬ 
tions.  All  may  afford  a  practical  acknowledgment  of 
membership  in  the  body,  by  taking  an  interest,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  what  is  done  in  the  parish,  under  proper 
direction,  and  as  a  part  of  the  parochial  work  ;  and  all, 
by  giving,  whenever  conscience  and  circumstances  per- 
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mit  of  it,  of  labors  and  means  for  the  promotion  of  those 
objects,  which  are  here  regularly  recommended  to  their 
sympathy  and  co-operation.  Only,  let  there  be  from 
all  of  us,  ministers  and  people,  a  recognition  of  the 
truth,  that  we  are  not  all  gathered  together  here  as  a 
mass  of  beings  having  no  organic  relations  between 
them.  Every  one  should  feel  that  the  general  pros¬ 
perity  is  his  own  prosperity.  His  is  the  shame  and 
the  grief,  when  the  body  is  disordered,  and  its  spiritual 
vitality  decays.  His  is  the  happiness  and  the  blessed¬ 
ness,  when  it  waxes  stronger  in  the  faith,  and  is  drawn 
closer  in  the  bonds  of  love.  His  is  the  responsibility 
of  aiding  in  its  growth,  according  to  the  measure  of 
that  gift  which  his  ascended  Redeemer  has  committed 
to  him. 

Applying  the  same  truth,  and  its  lessons,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  great  body  of  all — we  cannot  but  observe 
that  it  is  one  of  the  dangers  to  be  guarded  against  by 
all  those  who  are  necessarily  occupied,  in  a  large  de¬ 
gree,  with  personal  or  with  parochial  interests  and 
cares,  of  their  thoughts  becoming  too  much  concen¬ 
trated  upon  this  narrower  sphere. 

The  relations  existing  between  a  pastor  and 
his  people,  or  between  the  different  members  of  a 
congregation,  are  not  more  real,  than  are  those  be¬ 
tween  all  the  Churches  and  members  belonging  to  the 
one  great  Christian  family.  And  it  is  a  truth  not  to  be 
overlooked  by  the  humblest  or  most  obscure,  that  the 
Lord  has  decreed  that  all  die  partners  in  this  larger 


communion  should  have  the  same  care  one  for  another; 
that  each  is  a  joint  supplying  nourishment  to,  and 
performing  service  for,  the  whole  body;  that  there 
can  be  no  one  who  can  say  of  himself,  that  he  is  of  no 
importance  for  the  general  welfare,  or  that  Christ  has 
constituted  him  to  be  a  recipient  of  aid  only.  As  indi¬ 
viduals  and  as  parishes,  we  all  owe  a  practical  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  our  relations  to  the  Church  at  large.  It 
is  a  spirit  to  be  cultivated  in  every  breast — an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  fortunes,  a  desire  for  the  well-being,  of 
the  universal  body.  Our  Prayer  Book,  my  brethren, 
supplies  us  with  many  a  supplication  for  the  whole 
state  of  Christ’s  Church  militant  throughout  the  world  ; 
and,  at  least,  we  can  pray.  We  can  lay  to  heart  the 
unhappy  divisions  that  are  prevailing.  We  can  stand 
up,  each  one  in  his  vocation  and  ministry,  whatever 
that  may  be,  and  seek  to  encourage,  and  to  edify,  and 
to  strengthen,  and  to  bind  together,  according  to  our 
degree  of  the  appointed  service.  It  may  be  but  little  ; 
it  may  be  only  that  which  comes  from  a  holy  behavior 
or  a  simple  word ;  it  may  be  nothing  more  than  what 
flows  from  our  own  fidelity  to  the  truth  of  Christ,  and 
from  our  own  copying  of  His  pure  example  ;  but  it  is 
our  part;  and,  if  all  would  do  their  part,  the  end 
would  be  attained,  and  there  would  be  an  “  increase  of 
the  body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love.” 

Yet,  however  commonly  unmindful  of  the  general 
interests,  there  frequently  come  moments,  or  periods, 
when  our  duty  to  the  Church  at  large  forces  itself  upon 


the  mind  and  heart  with  a  peculiar  urgency,  and  when 
one  feels  how  blessed  it  would  be,  to  be  permitted,  in 
however  trifling  a  measure,  to  be  a  helper  in  the  com¬ 
mon  cause.  That  is  a  solemn  prayer — and  one  pre¬ 
senting  to  each  of  us  no  mean  or  slight  object  of  de¬ 
sire  and  labor — which  we  offer  in  our  Daily  Service, 
that  “  all  who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians, 
may  be  led  into  the  way  of  truth,  and  hold  the  faith  in 
unity  ol  spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteous¬ 
ness  of  life.”  In  the  face  of  all  the  differences  existing: 
in  belief  and  practice,  and  of  the  great  and  manifold 
infirmities  of  man’s  nature;  and  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  anxieties  which  these  at  times  beget ;  it  is  a  glorious 
scene  which  swells  out  before  our  eyes,  in  the  thought 
of  the  realization  of  that  prayer ;  and,  just  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  differences  and  the  trials  of  the  hour  have 
come  closely  home  to  ourselves,  does  the  question  rise 
with  earnestness  to  our  lips,  what  we  can  do,  to  dis¬ 
charge  towards  the  body  our  share  of  service. 

May  we  not  mention,  specially,  the  value,  both  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  general  cause,  of  that  stability  of 
soul  which  flows  from  trust  in  Christ  as  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  His  Church’s  destinies.  In  the  abundant 
provision  he  has  made  for  her  needs — in  the  ministry 
He  has  appointed  her,  in  the  inspired  Word  He  has 
delivered  to  her,  in  the  Sacraments  He  has  ordained, 
and  in  the  vitalizing  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  He 
has  promised — we  see  the  pledges  of  His  tender,  mer¬ 
ciful,  and  gracious  watchfulness  over  her  fortunes  ; 


and  although  we  must  ever  do  our  part,  in  conjunction 
with  His  grace  and  providence,  yet  it  becomes  us  to  do 
it  with  the  self-restraint  and  humbleness  of  those  who 
remember  that  there  is  one  Who  rules  above,  in  Whom 
the  power  and  the  wisdom  lie — of  those  who  can  wait, 
and  be  still,  in  the  knowledge  that  He  is  God.  He  is 
not  only  the  Lord  to  Whom  we  are  responsible,  but 
the  Lord  who  governs  and  sanctifies,  and  Who  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own  will.  Patience 
and  stability  and  calmness  are  of  particular  value  in 
periods  of  discussion  and  anxiety  ;  and  souls,  wavering 
and  distracted,  find,  in  the  exhibition  of  such  a  spirit 
on  their  brethren’s  part,  a  strong  thing  to  lean  upon. 

And  indispensable  is  the  spirit  of  charity  and  bro¬ 
therly  forbearance.  In  that  chapter  upon  which  we 
have  been  commenting,  the  apostle  begins  with  this , 
and  he  ends  with  it ; — the  first  word  in  that  instructive 
passage  setting  forth,  in  general,  the  nature  of  the 
Church,  and  its  edification,  is  a  lowly  tenderness  to¬ 
wards  all ;  and  the  last  word  perpetuates  the  strain, 
and  sends  us  forth  to  our  service  for  the  body  with  its 
sweet  melody  still  lingering  upon  our  ear.  If  ever  the 
Church  is  to  be  edified,  it  must  be  by  speaking  the 
truth  in  love.  If  ever  it  is  to  be  guided  safely  amid  its 
dangers,  it  is  by  uttering  the  convictions  of  our  souls 
suffused  with  charity  exhibited  in  those  gentle  forms 
which  the  apostle  teaches  us.  It  took  away  none  of 
the  painfulness  from  the  reflections  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  over  the  almost  utter  extermination  of  the 
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tribe  of  Benjamin,  to  remember  that  it  was  attributable, 
at  least  in  part,  to  their  own  rashness  and  intemper¬ 
ance,  which  they  had  allowed  to  be  mixed  up  with  what 
had  been  otherwise  a  most  godly  zeal.  Nothing  has 
ever  been  gained,  but  everything  has  been  lost,  by  bit¬ 
terness  and  wrath :  nothing  has  been  lost,  and  oh,  the 
heart  loves  to  contemplate  what  victories  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  gained,  by  lowliness  and  meekness,  by 
tender-heartedness  and  mercy.  The  apostle’s  way, 
my  brethren,  we  may  be  sure,  is  the  only  way ;  the 
only  way  between  man  and  man  ;  the  only  way  in  the 
parish;  the  only  way  in  the  Church  at  large;  the  only 
way  for  dispersing  the  film  which  gathers  over  our  own 
eyes,  and  for  giving  steadiness  to  the  utterances  which 
flow  from  our  own  lips ;  the  only  way  which  the  Lord 
will  honor,  and  which  the  Spirit  will  breath  forth  in. 

The  spirit  of  trust  and  of  charity,  of  humility,  and  of 
patience,  comes  to  us  from  Christ.  His  is  the  vital 
power  which  is  distributed  throughout  the  members, 
and  by  means  of  which  they  discharge  their  reciprocal 
functions.  Let  us  go  to  Him,  in  prayer  that  He  would 
unite  us  to  Himself,  and  fit  us  for  our  duties. 


Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  by  whose  Spirit  the  whole  body  of  the  Church 
is  governed  and  sanctified ;  Receive  our  supplications  and  prayers,  which  we 
offer  before  thee  for  all  estates  of  men  in  thy  holy  Church,  that  every  member  of 
the  same,  in  his  vocation  and  ministry,  may  truly  and  godly  serve  thee;  through 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


* 


